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Impeachment and the 17th President

mpmrbmmi ﬂrmhmﬁ

“‘\ '\;\
E

'-..'iri"!yﬂ;q{f et Ay (s

o b fustic o s it fon ts anlil il e Sl
Had ovtia Juilly andindlinSenalons ot guitl, pucd o bhal. L
S e Snrews A

ot o s st Ml Mot st o hsgs ontoins

Sanale Journal — May 16, 1868

What the
Constitution Says

“The House of Representatives shall...have the sole power of Impeachment.”

“The Senate shall have the power to try all Impeachments. ..

- Article 1, Section 2

\When the Pesident

of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside. And no person shall be
convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the members present.”

- Article 1, Section 3

“The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the United States, shall be
removed from office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or

other High Crimes and Misdemeanors.

- Article 11, Section 4
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What Impeachment
Means

Impeachment does not mean removal
from office. The House of Representa-
tives decides, through the Impeachment
process, if there is sufficient evidence to
warrant a Senate Trial. The House votes
Impeachment - the Senate tries the case.

Similar to an indictment in a criminal
case, impeachment is merely an accusa-
tion of wrongdoing. Any civil officer of
the United States may be impeached.
Removal from office only occurs after a
conviction by the Senate.

Why was Andrew
Johnson Impeached?

Andrew Johnson took office at a very
difficult time in our history. The Civil War
was over, yet North and South were far
from being bound together as one nation.
Johnson strove to implement Lincoln’s plan
of reconstruction - a lenient policy de-
signed to “bind the nation’s wounds.” He
faced a radical Congress, in which many

of the members viewed the South as con-
quered territory. Johnson and Congress
fought over almost every piece of recon-
struction legislation, with most acts being
passed over the President’s veto. The radi-
cals agreed that Johnson must be removed
if their policies were to be carried out. But
how could this be justified?

The answer lay in the Tenure of Office Act.

The Tenure of Office Act was a bill
passed over Johnson's veto which pre-
vented a President from dismissing ap-
pointed officials without the consent of
Congress. Johnson thought the law un-
constitutional, and defied it by removing
Edwin Stanton from his post as Secretary
of War. Stanton, who had also been a
problem for Lincoln, was an ally of the
radicals. Johnson wanted to test the law
in the courts, but the radicals seized this
opportunity to bring the President him-
self to trial. The Senate trial lasted from
March to May 1868. On May 16, the
Senate voted to acquit Andrew Johnson
by a 35 guilty to 19 not guilty margin

- one short of the two-thirds needed to
convict.



